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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PM-03 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 

COA-01 EB-07 L-02 /053 W 

— - 118328 

R 202101Z FEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY QUITO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4539 
INFO CIA WASHDC 
DIA WASHDC/DS-4C 

SEC RET QUITO 1246 

E.O. 11652: XGDS (2) 

TAGS: PFOR, EFIS, PINT, EC 
SUB J : LEAK OF OCI ARTICLE 

REF: A. QUITO 1 153; B. OCI ARTICLE ON ECUADOREAN FISHING BOAT 
SEIZURES 

1. REF A REPORTED THAT ON FEBRUARY 16 QUITO DAILY EL 
COMERCIO HAD PRINTED A STORY FROM THE SAN DIEGO UNION 
REPORTING CERTAIN CIA VIEWS ON THE CURRENT FISHING BOAT 
SITUATION. 

2. WE HAVE NOW HAD OPPORTUNITY TO CHECK COMERCIO STORY 
AGAINST ACTUAL TEXT OF OCI ARTICLE ON ECUADOREAN FISHING 
BOAT SEIZURES. QUOTES IN COMERCIO STORY ARE VERBATIM 
FROM PARA 6 OF OCI ARTICLE AND ACCURATE PARAPHRASE OF 
PARA 7. THIS LEAVES NO DOUBT IN OUR MIND THAT SAN DIEGO 
UNION WAS PROVIDED WITH TEXT OF OCI ARTICLE. 

3. THE DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO SEEK TO ASCERTAIN HOW SAN 
DIEGO UNION CAME INTO SUCH PROMPT POSSESSION OF THIS 
SECRET MATERIAL. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO CONTENT OF OCI ARTICLE ITSELF, IT 

IS ONE OF THE MORE INACCURATE AND SPECULATIVE PIECES 
THAT HAS RECENTLY COME TO OUR ATTENTION. 
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5. TO CITE BUT A FEW EXAMPLES, CONTRARY TO WHAT IS 
STATED IN PARA 4 OF ARTICLE, LOCATION OF VESSELS AT 

TIME OF CAPTURE WAS NEVER IN REAL DOUBT AND INFORMATION 
AS TO VESSEL LOCATIONS WAS REPORTED ON JANUARY 26, 

ONE DAY AFTER FIRST SEIZURE TOOK PLACE. (SEE GUAYAQUIL 
138). THAT MESSAGE NOTED THAT BOAT CAPTAINS ADMITTED 
TO BEING CAPTURED ABOUT 122 MILES OFF ECUADOREAN COAST. 

IN ADDITION QUITO DAO REPORTED COORDINATES OF SEIZURE 
LOCATION IN HIS 261552Z JAN 75. WE WERE THEREFORE 
SOMEWHAT STARTLED TO LEARN FROM OCI ARTICLE THAT GOE 
WAS "PEGGING THE CAPTURE OF THE TUNA BOATS TO THE 40- 
MILE LIMIT" AND THAT "DETERMINATION OF THE PRECISE 

LOCATION OF THE SEIZURES COULD BE POSTPONED ALMOST 

INDEFINITELY.” 

6. RE PARA 5 OF OCI ARTICLE, WE RECOMMEND THAT ANALYST 
TAKE SHORT COURSE IN HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE SANCTIONS 
AS THEY AFFECT ECUADOR. REIMBURSEMENTS UNDER FPA ARE 
NOT DEDUCTED FROM MILITARY ASSISTANCE AS STATED IN THE 
ARTICLE AND NEVER HAVE BEEN AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
TO ECUADOR WAS CUT-OFF IN 1971 AND NOT "AFTER THE 1972-73" 

TUNA SEASON. 

7. PARAS 6 AND 7 ARE IN OUR VIEW COMPLETELY SPECULATIVE 
AND. TO THE EXTENT THAT THEY CONVEY IMPRESSION THAT 
ECUADOREAN NAVY MIGHT HAVE ACTED UNILATERALLY ON THIS 
ISSUE, THEY ARE PROBABLY PLAIN WRONG. NOR DO WE THINK 
THAT BOAT SEIZURES PLAY "A MAJOR DOMESTIC ROLE IN ECUADOR 
IN THEIR REFLECTION OF ARMY-NAVY RIVALRIES." FACT OF 

THE MATTER IS THAT ECUADOREAN FISHERIES POLICY IS AN 
ARTICLE OF FAITH FOR ANY RPT ANY GOE AND HAS BEEN EVER 
SINCE ABORTIVE "MODUS VIVENDI" OF EARLY 1960'S. ABSENCE 
OF SEIZURES IN 1974 WAS DUE TO A NUMBER OF FACTORS OF 
WHICH THE ABSENCE OF FISH OFF ECUADOREAN COAST WAS 
PERHAPS THE PRINCIPAL ONE. THIS YEAR THE FISHING 
HAS BEEN GOOD, THE BOATS HAVE BEEN COMING AND. QUITE 
NATURALLY AS FAR AS ECUADOREANS ARE CONCERNED. UNLICENSED 
BOATS HAVE BEEN DETAINED AND PENALIZED. 

8. APART FROM THAT IT WAS A VERY INTERESTING AND 
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